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SUBJECT: DROUGHT SITUATION IN MALI 
REF: BAMAKO 1010 

REPORT ON WESTERN NIGER RIVER BEND REGION FROM NIAFOUNKE TO 
TROBUKTU ( VISITED APRIL 3-8 BY FSO DAVID J. PEASHOCK): 

1. THIS HEAVILY POPULATED AREA, INCLUDING PARTS OF V AND VI 
REGIONS IS TEETERING ON EDGE OF CATASTROPHE. NORMALLY THIS AREA 
GROWS AROUND 70,000 TONS MILLET, RICE, AND WHEAT ALONG NIGER 
RIVER AND THE MANY LAKES FOUND THERE, BUT THIS YEAR THERE 
WAS LITTLE RAIN AND GRAIN PRODUCTION WAS ZERO. 
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2. MUCH OF ABLE- BODIED MALE POPULATION HAS FLED SOUTH AND WEST 
SEEKING FOOD AND EMPLOYMENT. HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO LOCAL 
OFFICIALS, 

" THOUSANDS” OF TUAREG AND MAURITANIAN NOMADS HAVE MIGRATED TO 
THE RIVER VILLAGES, SWELLING POPULATION AND FURTHER AGGRAVATING 
AN ALREADY DIFFICULT FOOD SITUATION. OPAM WAS ABLE TO BRING 
IN SOME GRAIN BEFORE RIVER LEVEL FELL, AND SOME GRAIN ALSO FLOWN 
BY SOVIET AND FRG AIRLIFT INTO GOUNDAM AND TIMBUKTU. HOWEVER, 
TOTAL SHIPMENTS HAVE NOT YET COME UP EVEN TO USUAL GRAIN 
SUPPLEMENT NEEDED BY THIS CHRONICALLY SHORT AREA. RATIONING IS IN 
EFFECT EVERYWHERE WITH ARMY AND OPAM OPERATING WELL AND 
APPARENTLY WINNING PEOPLE' S CONFIDENCE. STILL GRAIN WILL SOON 
BE EXHAUSTED, IN TIMBUKTU AT END OF MAY, AND IN GOUNDAM, 

DIRE AND NIAFOUNKE AT END OF APRIL. THESE FOUR CIRCLES NEED 
A TOTAL OF 9,000 TONS TO HOLD OUT UNTIL NEXT SEASON' S HARVEST 
AND, OF THIS, 4,000 TONS BEFORE RIVER NAVIGATION IS AGAIN 
FEASIBLE IN AUGUST. 

3. SITUATION IS BEING HELPED AT THIS TIME BY RELATIVE ABUNDANCE 
OF MEAT CAUSED BY SLAUGHTERING OF ANIMALS LEFT STRANDED IN 

AREA WITHOUT ADEQUATE WATER AND/ OR PASTURAGE. HOWEVER, BENEFITS 
OF THIS NEGATIVE WINDFALL WILL SOON EVAPORATE AS ALL CATTLE 
AND SHEEP LEFT WILL EITHER DIE OR ARE SLAUGHTERED. 

MEAT PRESERVATION OR SALTING POTENTIAL IS MINIMAL. MOST CATTLE 
WERE HERDED DURING EARLY PART OF YEAR FURTHER SOUTH TO 
INTERIOR OF D# PTA, WHERE MANY ARE NOW STRANDED AND ARE 
OVERGRAZING 

THE LAND, OR FURTHER SOUTH STILL TO AREAS AROUND KOUTIALA, 

SIKASSO, AND BOUGOUNI. THESE AREAS LESS AFFECTED BY DROUGHT AND 
STILL HAVE WATER AND GRASS. 

4. IN OUTLYING PARTS NORTH- EAST DROUGHT ZONE, SORGHUM BEING 
BLACK- MARKETED AT 50 MF/ KG COMPARED WITH CONTROLLED PRICE OF 
40-60 MF/KG. 

5. THERE ARE UNCONFIRMED RUMORS OF SOME STARVATION OF THE SICK, 
VERY OLD AND VERY YOUNG IN OUTLYING VILLAGES. EVEN WITH MORE 
EMERGENCY AIR SHIPMENTS, DEATH RATE IN THESE GROUPS LIKELY TO 
SKYROCKET, BUT WITHOUT IT, STARVATION OF WIDER GROUP OF THOSE 
WHO REMAIN WILL BECOME PROGRESSIVELY MORE WIDESPREAD. AFRICAN 
SOLUTION TO THIS PROBLEM IS TO TAKE OFF FOR BETTER AREAS TO 
SOUTH. THIS MAY WELL HAPPEN, BUT WILL COMPOUND PROBLEMS 
ELSEWHERE AND CAUSE FURTHER DISLOCATION AND MISERY. 
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